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THE MESSENGER
The Unshakeable Identity
It's been over a year already since I and my family moved
from Cambridge to join St. Michael’s. Unbelievable!
During this past year, I have had the privilege of being
ordained as a priest within the church of England as I
continue in my role as a curate at St Michael.

Many friends have asked me how my role as a priest now
affects my sense of identity. Rather than giving a straight
answer, I tend to respond to my friends with another
question. Usually, I ask if roles or works are deep enough
to define one's identity? Or are they simply illusions
designed to mask the ignorance of our true worth?
Surely there is real value in working hard, either in the
church, or in schools, or hospitals or business or politics
or as a stay-at-home parent. However, it appears
problematic when our sense of identity is seen to derive
from our roles, be it sacred or secular. Rather than seeing
people through the healthy prism of their identity as
human beings, we could reduce our perception of them
to ‘human doings'. Consequently, the burnouts and
disappointments associated with the need for people to
constantly do/achieve more are heavy prices we are
having to pay for our tendency to equate our identity with
work achievements.

Sadly, some of our celebrity artists and sportspeople are
even having to turn to performance-enhancing
substances to keep up with our insatiable appetite to
keep doing some of what we enjoy most. Many of these
celebrated people have physically or mentally broken
down in the process. Besides, many lives have been
unnecessarily cut short in their prime.
Having said all this, equating identity with one's work is
not a new thing. You may recall that Jesus asked the
disciples “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” Matthew 16: 13. The answers the disciples gave about
what they felt people thought of Jesus' identity were
mostly work-based. The disciples said some people saw
Jesus' identity as based on his role as one who baptizes.
Others said people's perception of Jesus was based on his
role as a prophet. We know that many people even up till
now will not see past Jesus' identity as being tied to his
role as a teacher, a prophet or a worker of miracles.
Therefore, to suggest anything other than a work-based
identity for Christ will be fiercely resisted and considered
untenable by many people.
Through factors, such as economic volatilities and smarter
technology, jobs and roles will come and go. However, as
beings created in God's image, our sense of identity
means a lot more than jobs and roles. Our worth means a
lot more than our achievement or the world's perception
of us.
So, considering the many uncertainties of our times, it is
imperative for us to remember that our identity as
children of God is unshakable irrespective of the
vicissitudes of life. No external changes, no change in
people's attitude towards us, no job losses, not even
sickness or death can change our identity in Christ.
Timmy Ajayi

CHURCH SERVICES
St Michael’s is a Church of England
Church.
Our main morning service is at
10.30am. The first Sunday of the
month is a shorter all age service,
and on the other Sundays children
leave for their own groups after
about 15 minutes. There is a
crèche for under 3’s.
On the second and fourth Sunday
of the month the service includes
Communion.
The evening service is at 6.30pm
and it is quieter and more
reflective.
Communion is
celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of the month.
There is a Book of Common Prayer
Holy Communion service at 9am
on the fourth Sunday of each
month.

From the Registers
Wedding
1st June – Frankie John Raymond
and Jemma Louise Wines

Baptisms:
5th May - Jonah Maxwell
McKenzie
7th July – Petra Moyosore Ajayi
7th July – Ezra Ifeoluwa Ajayi]

No funerals

Our New Lectern
When we re-opened our beautifully refurbished church last year, we were
blessed with a gift of a new and very elegant lectern. This was gifted by the
Hamilton family in memory of Lynne who, for many years, was a faithful and
much-loved member of our church congregation. As her husband Peter says
“It has become rather symbolic in that it has taken over duties from the pulpit
and therefore by definition has become a focal point in the church.” The family
trust that, for those who knew her, it will also provide a warm and lasting
memory of Lynne.
The lectern was designed by the church architects Thomas Ford and Partners,
drawing inspiration from the shape of the columns in the church. It was made
from European oak by Icklesham Joinery – the company also responsible for
making the glass doors and oak font, cupboards and shelves at the west end
and the oak steps to the old stone pulpit. The lectern has two book shelves –
the permanent shelf is generous enough to accommodate speakers’ notes and
a bible, but a larger shelf can sit neatly on top to provide extra space for
laptops.

Holiday Club
Holiday club at St. Michael’s is not about making pretty,
perfect crafts, it’s about making friends you didn't have
before and having an EXCELLENT time! Every year I think
we have reached the funniest, best, most amazing time
we could possibly could have, but I come back the next
year and I’m proven wrong!
This year, the theme was JUNIOR HEROES! The theme
song was anything but boring! The actions were very
simple but surprisingly enjoyable to perform, and the
tune was as lively as a lightning bolt! There were even
two ‘professional superheroes’ called Absolutely
Fantastic Girl and Super-duper Man (who claimed to
have no relation to Superman) and they taught us all
many useful skills. They also taught us about special
junior heroes like Samuel and David. Samuel heard God
talk to him. David beat Goliath with only a stone!

other places, you remember what you have learnt. All we
learn we are more likely to remember than, at say,
school. In the oldest group, we did clay modelling. A good
trick with clay is to use a little bit of water to smooth the
clay. When they told me this, I already knew. From the
year before! It’s much easier to forget than to
remember, but when you learnt it at holiday club, it's
kind of hard to forget it.
The games are run by Hugh, and have been for a long
time, and you play many games! We always play ‘Stuck
in the mud’ as it is the funniest game we could think of
that gets you up and ready before we really start!
Often, we play with equipment like the parachute, and
that’s my favourite part, although, whether it’s yours you
will have to find out for yourself.
Fun is the main objective at holiday club, and I have to
say, the funniest part is the bouncy castle. There are
always two. One has a larger bouncing space than the
other and is pretty normal. The other is quite small and
has a small slide leading out.
The only thing I would change is to make it longer.
I will never forget my experience at holiday club, and if
you go, neither will you!

From my perspective in the oldest group, which held year
4s, 5s, and 6s, the first day everyone was a lot more
nervous than they usually are, then the second day, they
were much more chilled out, as they knew the way things
work and the order things happen. As well as being
calmer, people were also more artistic, making our work
better and much more distinctive. It’s not just the crafts
that do this though. The only way our work gets better is
if we are taught, which is where the leaders come in.
They teach us all the ways we could make our work
better, then we use their advice as a mould for our own
ideas for our crafts. But this goes back to the person who
picked them. If the leader of each group had not picked
crafts that were interesting, yet simple and suitable for
our age, we would not have been able to do these
amazing things and come up with such great ideas.
Every year there is at least one craft I want to do again at
home using a different idea, and maybe technique. This
is the best thing about holiday club, you learn, but unlike

I loved and still love holiday club
at St. Michael’s!

Juliet Smye-Rumsby

An aspiring pupil forging ahead
thanks to sponsor-led opportunities

There are also 9 Form Four Leavers who have done well
in the National Exams and have been taking a computer
course at the School. The photo shows an ex ABK
student now at High School;

THE RAHELI TRUST AND TWO CHURCH SCHOOLS IN
TANZANIA
The Raheli Trust was set up in 2008 by a small group of
women to provide secondary schooling for students
from poor families/orphans in Western Tanzania – and
mainly girls as they can have fewer opportunities. It has
worked so far with Archbishop Kahurananga Secondary
School (ABK) in Kigoma and is named after Rahel
Kahurananga, the Archbishop’s wife, a great local lady.
Members of the St. Michael’s congregation have
generously sponsored a number of the youngsters.
Church schools are important to Tanzania as they
provide a good standard of education but this is a poor
country and they need help. The Trust has used its tax
relief as a charity along with donations from staff and
parents at Blackheath Prep School to provide mid-day
meals for its day students as well as books, PCS, an
internet connection and science equipment for the
school as a whole.
This year it is sponsoring 46 girls and 14 boys at the
School and has 19 students who have gone on to High
Schools, Colleges and Universities, including the recently
established Kigoma branch of Tanzanian Institute of
Accountancy.

The Raheli Trust is run by volunteers and, in March, four
Trustees visited ABK School to see the students and to
take back photographs and news for the sponsors. All
the students are delighted to have the chance of a good
education. Also, as ABK School has had assistance over
the years, there was a visit to a second church school,
Bishop Mpango in Kibondo, to see if the Trust could
maybe help there as well. It too is short of books and
equipment but a donation of £500 for books to start a
school library has now been promised!
There is a full report available by email on the March visit
from druvesty@estea.co.uk and help is always gratefully
received.
USED STAMPS – STAMPING OUT LEPROSY
Why is it a good idea to bring your used stamps to
church? It seems such a small gesture, but they can
be used to raise funds for the Leprosy Mission. The
Mission raises thousands of pounds every year from
the sale of stamps and other collectables. To make it
easier to process the stamps please leave a margin
around the stamp or tear off the whole corner of the
envelope and put it in the brown box which is at the
back of the church. It is a great way to use something
that would otherwise be thrown away. Thank you
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